


commemorations that ensured that tensions remained raw and
unresolved.

Levels of sectarianism and segregation have changed in recent years.

Residents in Dunclug suggested that in general Ballymena had been
relatively untouched by the Troubles, and relations within the estate were
generally positive. However, the levels of segregation and sectarianism in
the wider town were felt to be higher than previously and people
highlighted the murder of Michael McIlveen as a defining event that had
had a serious impact on relations, particularly among younger age
groups. This deterioration in relationships in Ballymena contrasts with
Newry, an area badly affected by the Troubles but which appears to have
‘moved on’. Interviewees in Shandon Park felt that the city of Newry was
‘on a high’ and had progressed enormously since the end of the conflict.
In contrast to residents of Dunclug, residents of Shandon Park
increasingly felt safe and welcomed in the city centre, although as with
many areas, concerns remained about the negative impact of the night-
time economy.

Economic regeneration can have a positive impact on segregation.

Economic regeneration across Northern Ireland has been a positive
factor in the ending of the conflict and an important foundation of the
wider process of peacebuilding. Less consideration has been given to
exactly how economic regeneration may contribute to breaking down
divisions and levels of segregation, but there is some indication from
these case studies that economic regeneration can impact on a personal
level. We have noted the perceived positive impact that the economic
regeneration of the city of Newry and the opening up of the border has
had on the ways that members of the Protestant community in Shandon
Park engage with and relate to the commercial centre. Similarly the
development of spaces like the Odyssey complex have provided a shared
social space for people in segregated interface areas of North Belfast,
providing of course they can access and afford the facilities. More
generally people appear to be increasingly choosing their location for
shopping on the basis of price and value for money, and are prepared to
cross sectarian boundaries in the process.

However economic change can also have a negative impact.

In contrast to Newry, the opening of the border is perceived by some
people in Castlederg to have a negative impact on the local commercial
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sector and many interviewees perceived that trade and the prosperity of
the town had suffered now that people had a wider choice of facilities
and services elsewhere in the vicinity. The absence of violence
encouraged people to cross the border for goods or to travel greater
distances to larger centres a few miles away.

Mixed or neutral spaces are more available than in the past.

There was a recognition that there had been an increase in mixed or
neutral areas and spaces in many locations. In Castlederg for example,
people noted the growing number of mixed social spaces and shared
resources, while in North Belfast people noted a growing number of
spaces that were not defined by the orange and green divide – even
though some of these were further removed in the city centre or spaces
like the Odyssey complex. Similarly residents of Shandon Park felt that
the centre of Newry was increasingly accessible, particularly during the
day, and residents of Newtownstewart accessed shopping facilities in a
wide range of locations.

But they co-exist with heavily segregated spaces.

Residents in Dunclug stated that the local estate was reasonably well
integrated, but access to resources in the centre of Ballymena was
increasingly problematic with a growing division between ‘them and us’.
Similarly the residents of Stranmillis felt that they lived in a mixed and
shared environment, but they were only too aware of, and adapted their
movements to, the territorialism and sectarian divisions beyond the
boundaries of Stranmillis. In Castlederg the mixed bars coexisted with
the established segregated patterns of socialising and drinking and in
Kilrea shops that were shared by both communities were interspersed
with bars that only one section of the community would use.

Thus the bold stark divisions of orange and green spaces were being
broken down into a more fractured mosaic of resources, facilities and
spaces, some of which could be accessed by all, while others were
avoided by sections of the community. Individuals thus draw on an ever
more complex series of mental maps that guide and inform them where
to go and where to avoid, and while these mental maps are in part
learned from practice and experience, they are also social maps which are
sustained or extended through interaction, discussion and experience
with members of their peer and identity groups.
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The direct impact of segregation relates to social class.

While some people believe that their daily routines are not greatly
affected by segregation, others understand that segregation has become
such a way of life that it is viewed as ‘normal’. The two areas in Belfast
typify this contrast in experiences and perspectives. The residents of the
interface communities in the north of the city were only too aware of the
highly segregated and divided nature of space and resources and the
extent to which they adapted their movements and avoided certain
spaces. This can be considered as an example of the direct impact of
sectarian division.

In contrast residents of Stranmillis who lived in a more mixed area
believed that sectarian division did not impact upon their lives to any
extent. However, subsequent conversations often revealed how far they
were aware of segregated areas and adapted their behaviour through acts
of avoidance or through forms of caution. This is evidence of the indirect
impact that segregation and division can have on people’s lives. In very
different ways people in Stranmillis and Dunclug had moved beyond the
naked divisions, but only in their two small areas, once they move
beyond the confines of their communities they were forced to interact
with the realities of a highly divided and sectarian society.

Living in a small community highlights identity and difference,
anonymity on the other hand helps dissipate community identity.

The ability to ignore, avoid or escape from a personal collective identity
impacts on social division. In a transient and essentially dormitory
community such as Stranmillis, there appears to be a limited degree of
contact with neighbours and a strong potential for being ‘anonymous’,
which facilitates the reduction of any negative impact of identity politics
at a communal and individual level. This was in stark contrast to the
situation in smaller and more geographically contained communities in
rural areas (Castlederg and Kilrea) or on an interface (North Belfast),
where the majority of interviewees believed that ‘everyone knew everyone’
and it was relatively easy to ‘tell’ someone’s community background, from
their family name, which part of the area they came from, or from the
school they attended. This sense of being ‘known’ resulted in interviewees
restricting their movements in and around the area that they lived in.

However, once again the degree of impact was uneven, spaces that were
considered safe and neutral during the daytime could be unsafe and
territorial at night, while spaces that were safe most of the year might be
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unsafe at times of political tension. This had an impact on how and
where people socialised, when they might use a leisure facility, access a
doctor, or obtain money from an ATM. Mental mapping also reveals that
division can have a gendered perspective, and in Castlederg for example
the research highlighted that males were more likely than females to
perceive the town to be heavily segregated, and they were therefore more
inclined to alter their routes or limit their movements accordingly.

The work environment is generally neutral, but dominated by
avoidance.

In general interviewees felt that the work environment was a neutral
space, although some recounted that during the Troubles few would give
their opinion on an incident and even today few would raise political or
religious matters due to reluctance in identifying one’s community
background. Thus while mixing within the workplace was largely
accepted, it was also based on a presumption of avoidance of
contentious issues, rather than any strong sense of integration. The
recognition of the workplace as ‘neutral’ also highlights and reinforces
the emphasis on avoidance and exclusion of symbols of identity and
activities that raise tensions or mark out communal difference.

Although accessing work can raise issues of safety and sectarianism.

Nevertheless some interviewees were wary of working in an area
dominated by people from the other community background, and a
number said they would base their decision on where to apply for a job
on their community background, as they felt that some businesses would
simply refuse to employ them and that the process would be a ‘waste of
time’. This was another aspect of segregation, which was regarded as self-
evident and ‘normal’. Furthermore some interviewees in North Belfast
and Kilrea cited a ‘fear’ of travelling outside the area due to the areas they
would have to pass through, most people in Belfast felt this was now less
of an issue than during the Troubles and only one interviewee in Kilrea
felt that it was still an issue. Even in Stranmillis people noted the
potential trouble spots that they avoided or monitored on their way to
work.

Education remains largely segregated, but informal integration is
occurring.

Many interviewees chose their children’s schools based on their religious
affiliation and thus education was still highly segregated, and some cited
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this as a factor in furthering social divisions. However, in some areas
people noted that informal integration had developed through schools:
in Stranmillis many Catholics chose one of the perceived Protestant
schools (in particular those with a good reputation), in Newry both
Protestants and Catholics attend Newry High, and even in Kilrea some
Catholics attend Protestant grammar schools outside of the village. It is
worth noting however, that each of these examples is of Catholic children
attending ‘Protestant’ schools, and for some people this reinforced a
sense of being pushed out or excluded from their traditional social
spaces.

However wearing school uniforms in public can create problems for
young people.

School uniforms were cited as a problematic issue in Castlederg and
Dunclug as they identified a young person’s community background,
and a number of young people avoided certain areas when they knew
pupils of the other school in town would be around. Some young
interviewees also felt that wearing their school uniform during the day
meant that they could not venture into certain shops or shopping centres
within their towns. However, while there were cases, in Belfast and
Castlederg, where young people referred to segregated school transport
or attacks on school buses based on community background, the overall
impression is one of a general improvement in safety and security in
travelling to and from schools.

Shopping environments are increasingly neutral.

Increasingly people consider main shopping areas as ‘neutral space’, and
for many people the choice of where to shop was based on value for
money, convenience and quality, rather than on allegiance to
community. Research conducted by the Rural Community Network
(2004) also found that choice of where to shop was based more on
variety, options and price than on religion or perceived religion of the
owner of the shop. There were differences in different areas however, in
North Belfast some people avoided certain shops which were perceived
to be used more by the other community and ‘corner shops’ in particular
were regarded as servicing people within the community and not for the
other side.

However, while the central areas of Belfast and Newry were generally
considered accessible to both communities, in Ballymena some young
people felt unsafe in accessing one or other of the main shopping centres
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because of their community background. In smaller centres like
Castlederg and Newtownstewart, smaller shops were readily identified as
being either predominantly Protestant or Catholic, and although most
interviewees said this would not affect where they shopped, some
preferred to avoid shopping in stores owned by the ‘other’ community.

Access to resources and facilities can be limited by time of day or year.

Accessing services such as banks and health services varied from area to
area. While there was a pattern of Catholics using the Bank of Ireland
and Protestants banking at the Northern or Ulster Banks, the main issue
was having safe access to ATMs at night or after dark and was associated
with segregation in the locality. Similarly accessing leisure centres could
be problematic in a segregated area, but became more of an issue after
dark, while health facilities were less susceptible to sectarian marking,
except in North Belfast, where duplication of facilities was still noted due
to seasonal tensions.

Asserting community identity can undermine social cohesion.

Visible displays of belonging, such as flags, were an issue in all areas
apart from Stranmillis. Flags, parades and bonfires, which were used to
mark territory or display communal strength, were all potential or actual
sources of tension, which impacted negatively on community relations.
In Castlederg and Shandon Park tensions were mainly problematic
during the marching season and there were ongoing attempts to
‘manage’ the situations, while in Kilrea the flying of a Tricolour sustained
a persistent undercurrent of tension throughout the year.
One factor to be considered in relation to communal displays and
cultural events is the relative population balance, both Castlederg and
North Belfast contain a relatively even balance in numbers and there
appears to be an element of vying for ‘control’ or territorial dominance
within the area. In contrast in Newry city the Protestant community
make up less than ten per cent of the population and are perceived to
lack the ‘critical mass’ to threaten the majority Catholic community,
although the need to assert identity can still serve to disrupt relations in
the short term.

But denying opportunities to display identity can erode a sense of
belonging.

In rural areas where demographic change had left one community in a
minority there were strong feelings that wider elements of their culture
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were being eroded. This was noted to varying degrees in Castlederg,
Kilrea and Newry where Protestants felt that their culture and rights were
being taken away and they were being ‘pushed out’. While some residents
viewed Shandon Park as a positive example of the two communities
sharing and mixing, others regarded it as something of ‘a last stand’ and
thus it was important to assert cultural identity, even it this was initiated
by people from outside the estate. In the case of both Castlederg and
Newry the location near the border appears to contribute to a ‘frontier’
mentality amongst some interviewees, and the presence of visual displays
of cultural and community background such as flags, parades and murals
were seen as indicators that despite the Troubles, the minority
community ‘are still here’ and they intended to remain.

Sectarianism and segregation impacts most heavily on young males.

In many of the areas sectarian attitudes appeared to be more deeply
entrenched among young males (a finding also noted by Shirlow, 2003).
Some interviewees in North Belfast highlighted that young males were
perceived to be more of a threat to other people than any other group,
and young males were also generally perceived to be the ones most
involved in violence and sectarian attacks in Dunclug and thus as more
threatening. Lysaght and Basten (2003) found that spatial freedoms were
gendered with men more reluctant to travel between areas as they were
perceived as more at risk and this was replicated in Castlederg where the
mapping exercise indicated that young males were less inclined to
identify areas in the town as mixed but rather as predominantly
belonging exclusively to one community or the other.

People will socialise together if the space is safe and or anonymous.

Socialising was still heavily segregated in some areas, and some people
chose to travel some distance to avoid locally divided bars or clubs. In
Belfast city centre many pubs were now seen as mixed and interviewees
in North Belfast felt safer socialising in the city centre than they did
during the Troubles. Some young people from Ballymena also preferred
to travel to Belfast rather than go out in Ballymena, in part for safety and
in part because it gave them a degree of anonymity away from their own
environment. In Kilrea and Newry young Protestants reported some fear
of using the town at night because of safety concerns and in Castlederg
the large number of segregated pubs were believed to fuel alcohol related
violence, but in neighbouring Newtownstewart this had not been the
case. One factor may be that young people from Newtownstewart often
socialised elsewhere because the town was perceived as too quiet.
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Although the central areas of towns may be theoretically neutral, this
may also be partly related to the scale of a town and the degree of
anonymity people can experience. In smaller centres any neutrality
appears to disappear after dark as shared or common ‘civic’ space is
claimed or dominated by one community while being largely avoided by
the other.

In Conclusion

The research highlights how segregation and sectarian attitudes impact
on different aspects of everyday life, in differing ways, in different areas.
In some areas there are greater levels of mixing, sharing and integrating,
while in others the legacy of the past, of hostility, fear and mistrust
dominate the wider social environment. In most social environments the
process of avoidance still appears to dominate interactions between
members of the two main communities. But while segregation and
division remain dominant aspects of daily life in areas across Northern
Ireland, it is not a completely stark binary division, rather the research
illustrates something of the diversity of experiences that are affected by
factors of age, gender, class and location. The legacy of the Troubles and
recent experiences of violence remain factors in how people act as social
beings, but people are not solely constrained by their past and there is
some evidence of positive change and greater levels of mixing in some
aspects of social life in many areas across the north.

Themes and Conclusions



11. References

Altnaveigh House (2004) Social Audit Report 2003/2004. Newry:
Altnaveigh House.

ARK (2008) Young Life and Times Survey (YLT) 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006,
2007, 2008. Available from www.ark.ac.uk/ylt

Association of Northern Ireland Colleges (2005) Research into the Chill
Factors in the FE Sector. Belfast: ANIC.

Ballymena Times (16th October 2007) ‘Dunclug attacks – SF slam PSNI
response’. Available at http://www.ballymenatimes.com/news/
Dunclug-attacks—SF-slam.3379498.jp

BBC News (Monday 30 October 2006) Mixed housing scheme is launched.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/6097842.stm

BBC News (Friday 27 October 2006) UK House prices ‘nearly tripled’.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6090972.stm.

Belfast City Council (2008) The Implications of Providing Services in a
Divided City. Belfast: Deloitte.

Belfast Telegraph (Thursday March 8th 2007) ‘South Belfast: Lo and behold
- UK first for Alliance’s Anna’. Available at:
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/election07/article2341288.ece

Bell, J. (2007) Parades and Protests: An Annotated Bibliography. Belfast:
Institute for Conflict Research.

Bloomer, F., Nolan, S., Radford, K. and Vincent, F. (2008) Shared
Residential Space in Belfast: Fears and Opportunities. Belfast, Belfast City
Council.

Boal, F. W., Murray, C., and Poole, M. (1976) ‘Belfast: The Urban
Encapsulation of a National Conflict’. In Clark, Susan and Obler,
Jeffrey (eds.) Urban Ethnic Conflict: A Comparative Perspective. Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina.

Boal, F.W. (1969) Territoriality on the Shankill-Falls Divide. Irish
Geography, 6: 30-50.

Boal, F.W. (1982) Segregating and Mixing: Space and Residence in
Belfast. In Boal, F.W., Douglas, J. and Neville, H. (eds.) Integration and
Division: Geographical Perspectives on the Northern Ireland problem.
London: Academic Press.

Bourdieu, P. (1972) Outline of a theory of practice. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Brewer, J. (1992) Sectarianism and Racism and Their Parallels and
Differences. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 15 (3): 352-364.

Bryan, D. (2000) Orange Parades: The Politics of Ritual, Tradition and
Control. London: Pluto Press.

Buckley, A., and Kenny M.C. (1995) Negotiating Identity: Rhetoric,

154

References



155

Metaphor, and Social Drama in Northern Ireland. Washington and
London: Smithsonian Institution Press.

Buckley, A. (1982) A gentle people: a study of a peaceful community in Ulster.
Holywood: Ulster Folk and Transport Museum.

Burton, F. (1978) The Politics of Legitimacy: Struggles in a Belfast
Community. London: Routledge.

Byrne, J., Conway, M., and Ostermeyer, M. (2005) Young People’s Attitudes
and Experiences of Policing, Violence and Community Safety in North
Belfast. Belfast: Northern Ireland Policing Board.

Byrne, J., Hansson, U., and Bell, J. (2006) Shared Living: Mixed Residential
Communities in Northern Ireland. Belfast: Institute for Conflict
Research.

Byrne, J. (2005) Interface Violence in East Belfast during 2002. The impact
on residents of Short Strand and Inner East Belfast. Belfast: Institute for
Conflict Research.

Coleraine Borough Council (2006) Good Relations Strategy 2007-2009.
Coleraine: Coleraine Borough Council.

Collins, K., McAleavy, G., Adamson, G., and Donegan, H.A. (2001)
Impact of the Chill Factors on the Belfast Labour Market. Belfast: DELNI.

Connolly, P. and Healy, J. (2003) ‘The Development of Children’s
Attitudes Towards ‘the Troubles’ in Northern Ireland’. In Hargie, O.,
and Dickson, D. (eds.) Researching the Troubles: Social Science
Perspectives on the Northern Ireland Conflict. Edinburgh and London:
Mainstream Publishing.

Darby, J. (1976) Conflict in Northern Ireland. Dublin: Gill and MacMillan.
Darby, J. (1986) Intimidation and the Control of the Conflict in Northern

Ireland. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.
Department of Finance and Personnel (2008) ‘Newry can show us how

regeneration is done’. Speech by Peter Robinson in Newry, 3 April 2008.
http://www.dfpni.gov.uk/index/news/regeneration-in-newry.htm

Department for Social Development Northern Ireland (2006) Hanson
announces £4.75 million investment in Dunclug. Press release, November
2006 http://archive.nics.gov.uk/sd/061130h-sd.htm

Department for Social Development Northern Ireland (2007) Dunclug
Action Plan. Belfast: DSDNI.

Dickson, D., Hargie, O., and Rainey, S. (1999) Cross-community
Communication in the Northern Ireland workplace. Jordanstown,
University of Ulster.

Dickson, D., Hargie, O., and Nelson, S. (2003) ‘Cross-community
Communication and Relationships in the Workplace: A Case Study of
a Large Northern Ireland Organisation’. In Hargie, O. and Dickson, D.
(eds.) Researching the Troubles: Social Science Perspectives on the Northern
Ireland Conflict. Edinburgh and London: Mainstream Publishing.

References



Doherty, P., and Poole, M.A. (1995) Ethnic Residential Segregation in
Belfast. Coleraine: Centre for the Study of Conflict.

Doherty, P. (1990) ‘Social Contrasts in a Divided City’. In Doherty, P.
(ed.) Geographical Perspectives on the Belfast Region. Dublin:
Geographical Society of Ireland.

Donnan, H., and McFarlane, G. (1986) ‘Social Anthropology and the
Sectarian Divide in Northern Ireland’. In Jenkins, R., Donnan, H., and
McFarlane, G. (eds.) The Sectarian Divide in Ireland Today. Occasional
Paper no.41. London: Royal Anthropological Institute.

Ewart, S., Schubotz, D., Abbs, F., Harris, D., Montgomery, L., Moynagh,
C., Maguire, G., and Livingstone, S. (2004) ‘Voices behind the Statistics,
Young People’s Views of Sectarianism in Northern Ireland’. London:
National Children’s Bureau. Avaliable at
www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/voices.pdf

Farren, S., et al. (1992) Students Together and Students Apart: A Study of
Student-teachers’ attitudes in Northern Ireland. INCORE, 16 (2).
Coleraine: University of Ulster.

Fay, M.T., Morrisey, M., and Smyth, M. (1999) Northern Ireland’s Troubles:
The Human Costs. London: Pluto Press.

Gaffikin, F., McEldowney, M., Rafferty, G., and Sterrett, K. (2008) Public
Space for a Shared Belfast: A Research Report for Belfast City Council.
Belfast: Belfast City Council.

Hargie, O., Dickson, D. and Nelson, S. (2003) ‘A Lesson Too Late for the
Learning? Cross-community Contact and Communication Among
University Students’. In Hargie, O. and Dickson, D. (eds.) Researching
the Troubles: Social Science Perspectives on the Northern Ireland Conflict.
Edinburgh and London: Mainstream Publishing.

Hargie, O., Dickson, D., and O’Donnell, A. (2006) Breaking Down
Barriers: Sectarianism, Unemployment and the Exclusion of Disadvantaged
Young People from Northern Ireland Society. Jordanstown: University of
Ulster.

Harris, R. (1972) Prejudice and Tolerance in Ulster: A study of neighbours and
strangers in a border community. Manchester: Manchester University
Press.

Hepburn, A.C. (1994) Long Division and Ethnic Conflict: The
Experience of Belfast. In Dunn, S. (ed.) Managing Divided Cities.
London: Keele University Press.

Hughes, J., Donnelly, C., Robinson, G., and Dowds, L. (2003)
‘Community Relations in Northern Ireland: The Long View’. Belfast:
Economic Social and Research Council. Available from
http://www.devolution.ac.uk/pdfdata/hughes_et_al_paper.pdf

Jarman, N. (2004) Demography, Development and Disorder: Changing
Patterns of Interface Areas. Belfast: Community Relations Council.

156

References



157

Jarman, N. (2005) No Longer a Problem? Sectarian Violence in Northern
Ireland. Belfast: Institute for Conflict Research.

Kirk, T. (1993) The Polarisation of Protestants and Roman Catholics in Rural
Northern Ireland: A Case Study of the Glenravel Ward, Co. Antrim, 1956-
1988. Unpublished PhD Thesis, School of Geosciences, Queens
University Belfast.

Larsen, S.S. (1982) The two sides of the house: identity and social
organisation in Kilbroney, Northern Ireland. In Cohen, A.P. (ed.)
Belonging: identity and social organisation in British rural cultures.
Manchester: Manchester University Press.

Leonard, M. (2006) Teens and territory in contested spaces: Negotiating
sectarian interfaces in Northern Ireland. Children’s Geographies, Vol.
4(2), pp.225-238.

Leyton, E. (1975) The One Blood. Newfoundland: Institute of Social and
Economic Research.

Lyons, F.S.L. (1971) Ireland Since the Famine. London: Weidenfeld &
Nicolson.

Lysaght, K., and Basten, A. (2003) ‘Violence, Fear and the Everyday:
Negotiating Spatial Practices in the City of Belfast’. In Stanko,
Elizabeth (ed.) The Meaning of Violence. London: Routledge.

McEwen, A., and Salters, J. (1993) ‘Integrated Education: The Views of
Parents’. In, Osborne, R., Cormack, R., and Gallagher, A. (eds.) After
the Reforms: Education and Policy in Northern Ireland. Aldershot:
Avebury.

MacNair, D. (2006) ‘Social and Spatial Segregation: Ethno-National
Separation and Mixing in Belfast’. Unpublished PhD Thesis: Queen’s
University Belfast.

McKittrick, D., Kellers, S., Feeney, B., and Thornton, C. (1999) Lost Lives:
The stories of the men, women and children who died as a result of the
Northern Ireland troubles. Edinburgh: Mainstream Publishing
Company.

Morrow, D. (2006) ‘The new common sense? Implementing policy for
sharing over separation’. In Sharing Over Separation. Belfast: NICRC.

Murtagh, B., and Carmichael, P. (2005) ‘Sharing Place: A study of mixed
housing in Ballynafeigh, South Belfast’. Belfast: NIHE.

Murtagh, B. (1999) Community and Conflict in Rural Ulster. Coleraine:
University of Ulster.

Newry Chamber of Commerce and Trade (2008) Available at
http://www.newrychamber.com/areainfo/index.asp, downloaded 25
April 2008.

Northern Ireland Housing Executive (2006) Building Good Relations.
Belfast: NIHE. Available from
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/publications/leaflets/communitycohesion.pdf

References



Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (2001) 2001 Census.
Available from: Northern Ireland Census Access (NICA),
http://www.nicensus2001.gov.uk/nica/common/home.jsp

Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (2005) Northern Ireland
Multiple Deprivation Measure. Belfast: NISRA.

Observer (Sunday 29 October 2006). ‘Border battleground turns to boom
town’.

Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister (2005) A Shared
Future. Belfast: OFMDFM.

Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister (2007) A Shared
Future and Racial Equality Strategy: Good Relations Indicators Baseline
Report. Available at :http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/good-relations-
report.pdf. Belfast: OFMDFM.

Participation and the Practice of Rights Project (2007) North Belfast
Statistical Profile. Belfast: PPR.

Police Service of Northern Ireland (2007) Police Service of Northern Ireland
Statistical Report: 1st April 2006 – 31st March 2007. Belfast: PSNI.

Poole, M. A., and Doherty, P. (1996) Ethnic Residential Segregation in
Northern Ireland. Coleraine: Centre for the Study of Conflict.

Roche, R. (2003) The inheritors: an ethnographic exploration of stress, threat,
violence, guts, fear and fun among young people in contemporary
Londonderry, Northern Ireland. Unpublished doctoral dissertation.
Cambridge: University of Cambridge.

Rose, R. (1971) Governing without Consensus: An Irish Perspective. London:
Faber and Faber.

Rural Community Network (2004) ‘We don’t feel as isolated as you might
think…’ Experiences of Catholic Minority Communities in counties Antrim
and Down. Cookstown: RCN.

Russell, D. (2005) Belfast: Strategies for a Shared City. In, Shared Space,
pp. 21-33. Belfast: Community Relations Council.

Sheehan, M., and Tomlinson, M. (1998) ‘Government policies and
employers’ attitudes towards long-term unemployed people in Northern
Ireland’. Journal of Social Policy, 27: 447-470.

Shirlow, P., and Murtagh, B. (2006) Belfast: Segregation, Violence and the
City. London: Pluto Press.

Shirlow, P. (2003) ‘Who Fears to Speak?’: Fear, Mobility, and Ethno-
sectarianism in the Two ‘Ardoynes’. The Global Review of Ethnopolitics,
Vol.3(1), pp.76-91.

Strabane District Council (2007) Strabane District Council: Good Relations
Audit and Strategy. Strabane: Strabane District Council.

158

References



159

Todd, J. (2006) ‘Identity, identity change and group boundaries in
Northern Ireland’. UCD Geary Institute Discussion Paper Series.
Dublin: Geary Institute UCD. Available at:
http://www.ucd.ie/geary/publications/2006/GearyWp200606.pdf

White P. (2002) West Belfast Task Force Report. Belfast: DETINI. Available
at: http://www.detini.gov.uk/cgi-bin/downutildoc?id=21.

Whyte J. (1990) Interpreting Northern Ireland. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

References



Appendix: Interviewees by Location

Area Community Sub Total
Background Total

Castlederg & Newtownstewart 48
Catholic 21

Protestant 27

Dunclug, Ballymena 18
Catholic 12

Protestant 6

Kilrea 31
Catholic 11

Protestant 20

New Lodge & Tigers Bay 26
Catholic 14

Protestant 12

Shandon Park, Newry 20
Catholic 6

Protestant 14

Stranmillis 25
Catholic 8

Protestant 8
Unknown 9

Total Interviewees 168
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There are many factors that affect levels of segregation and people’s experiences
of sectarianism and which consequently impact upon the daily routines of
individuals across Northern Ireland, these include housing, work, schooling,
shopping, leisure and social activities. This report documents the findings of a
seventeen-month study funded by the Community Relations Council through
the European Special Support Programme for Peace and Reconciliation into the
ways and means that sectarianism and segregation are sustained and extended
through the routine and mundane decisions that people make in their everyday
lives. It explores how such divisions are played out in different geographical
environments and how they impact on men and women, young and old as well
as how patterns of segregation and division vary by time of day and at different
times of the year. The report is thus a contribution to a broader discussion
concerned with peacebuilding and the development of a sustainable and shared
future in Northern Ireland.
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